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Message from the Director

Dear Friends, 
It has been a while! There has been a whole lot keeping us busy
for the past few months and it is time for an update. As many of
our local supporters know, last summer Fairbanks Arts received
notification from FNSB that our headquarters facility, the Alaska
Centennial Center for the Arts, would undergo necessary
construction during the spring-fall of 2019. This meant that our
organization would need to relocate. With little time to
accommodate such a shift for our operations and programs, we
quickly set to work figuring out how to adapt to this situation
without there being a lapse in our services. Through many
conversations, we got it all figured out because our community

partners are AMAZING and, well, Fairbanks comes through. But the story doesn't end there, because
we are not in fact moving for the summer. If you read Fairbanks Daily News-miner article about
Centennial Center closure reversal you know that the Centennial Center will be up and running this
summer, which means that Fairbanks Arts will be around the park to share arts, events, and
opportunities galore! 

This saga was a real testament to the supporting nature of our community and I would like to throw
out some serious thanks to Mt. McKinley Bank, who has been a long-time sponsor and supporter of
Fairbanks Arts. Their ongoing philanthropy and community partnership to not just Fairbanks Arts,
but to many impactful organizations throughout Fairbanks, is an inspiration. On behalf of our team,
I also want to express gratitude to some Fairbanks Arts supporters who quickly put their community
connections to work to help us figure out a tricky situation, to local groups who were ready to dive
in and plan/build a temporary gallery space, to our 2019 exhibiting artists for their patience, and to
our members and partners for checking in on us during a wild few months. 

Last, but certainly not least, I want to give a big shout out to my staff. Thanks to the Fairbanks Arts
crew that I am lucky to work with, programs and services were uninterrupted while we made plans
to relocate our office, programs, gallery, and gift shop space. Fun fact: Did you know that arts
administrators are also expert jugglers? Way to go Angela, Megan, Nike, Miranda, and Somer! 

Looking ahead at summer... Looking ahead at summer... 

http://fairbanksarts.org
http://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/fairbanks-borough-reconsiders-centennial-center-closure/article_68cbbcee-2925-11e9-868c-9b2098b8dc0d.html
https://www.pickclickgive.org/index.cfm/pfdorgs.info/Fairbanks-Arts-Association


This summer, Fairbanks Arts and FNSB Parks and Recreation will host Monday Markets in Pioneer
Park! More details are forthcoming, but we want to get this new opportunity on the radar of artists,
artisans, and makers. If you are interested in participating in the Monday Markets as a vendor, fill
out this interest form. 

Advocating for a stronger, healthier Alaska through the arts... 

Many of you are already familiar with the state agency, Alaska State
Council on the Arts (ASCA) and that Fairbanks Arts is supported by
ASCA in many ways. ASCA is currently facing proposed elimination
through Governor Dunleavy's budget and I encourage our supporters to
write to legislators in support of this important agency. If you haven't
seen it yet, please read this Fairbanks Daily Newsminer article written
by Kyrie Long about ASCA and thank you for being an arts advocate! 

And speaking of ASCA-related impact, last month
Terese Kaptur and I received Golden Heart
Meeting Ambassador Awards at Explore Fairbanks'
Golden Heart Gala for our work on facilitating
ASCA's INTER:CONNECT biennial conference. I am
excited to share that the estimated direct
attendee spending from INTER:CONNECT during
September, 2018 was $88,560 for Fairbanks.
This figure reflects out of town participants and
does not reflect spending generated by local
attendees. 

ASCA's INTER:CONNECT conference in
Fairbanks in September, 2018

We are also pleased to be working with UAF to co-host the Society for
Photographic Education Northwest Chapter Conference In Our Own 
Voices: Culture / Identity in Fairbanks September 13-15, 2019. In Our Own 
Voices was created to spark conversations and give attendees access to 
resources and an international network relevant to their professions and 
areas of interest. The two day conference will provide not only peer-
reviewed international presenters, panelists, workshops, artists and 
portfolio reviewers, but will also dedicate space to Alaska-based 
photographers, indigenous artists and educational 
opportunities. Organizers are seeking submissions through 

Wednesday, May 1, 11:59 pm AKST that explore the photographic medium in relation to culture and 
identity.  Proposals in various session formats are welcome, including workshops, hands-on training, 
panel discussions, image-maker presentations, teaching methodology and research, as well as 
lightning round artist presentations. Learn more about the conference and submit a session proposal 
here!

A new logo for Fairbanks Arts... 

We are excited to share our new logo designed by local artist Klara Maisch and Non Sequitur
Studios. In the coming weeks you will see it along with a new look on Fairbanks Arts
materials! 

https://form.jotform.com/90856191049160
http://www.newsminer.com/news/alaska_news/state-of-the-arts-dunleavy-budget-threatens-federal-funding-for/article_fb3b1ef8-4bad-11e9-ab2a-63199c23c0b9.html
https://www.spenational.org/chapters/northwest


New Fairbanks Arts merch
in the Gift Shop! 

Show your Fairbanks Arts
pride with a little notebook,
sketchbook, or t-shirt
featuring our new logo! 

100% of proceeds of sales
from Fairbanks Arts
merchandise benefits the
programs and efforts of
Fairbanks Arts Association.

 

Finally, I want to share that in the coming months you will see a shift in Fairbanks Arts
communications. We are moving our newsletter to a quarterly email and you can expect more
discipline-specific emails in between. 

  
Jessica Peña
Executive Director
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Show your love for Fairbanks Arts

 
Love Fairbanks Arts with a 2019 Pick.Click.Give. donation! 

Become a supporter of the arts in Interior Alaska, where your contribution
keeps events free and open to the public, where it brings artists into



schools, and where the arts are a pathway to creating a more vibrant,
healthy community. 

You can still support Fairbanks Arts programming with a tax-deductible
donation from your 2019 PFD - the deadline to apply online is
March 31!
Click here to dedicate a portion of your PFD to Fairbanks Arts.     

Make an individualMake an individual
donation or becomedonation or become
a program sponsor!a program sponsor!

Volunteer withVolunteer with
Fairbanks ArtsFairbanks Arts

Become a Fairbanks ArtsBecome a Fairbanks Arts
membermember

Purchase a Fairbanks
Arts gift certificate

Fairbanks Arts gift

certificates may be

purchased in the Bear

Gallery. To purchase by

phone for pick up, call

456.6485 ext. 224

 

Sign up for Fred Meyer 
Community Rewards and 
choose Fairbanks Arts.

Every time you shop at Fred's, the 
Kroger Foundation will donate a 
small amount to Fairbanks Arts, 
and don't worry - it does NOT 
take away from your Fred Meyer 
rewards, this is just an added 
bonus and an easy way to be 
philanthropic! Our Fred Meyer 
Rewards code is DM959.

Click here to find out more.

 

If you shop with Amazon, make 
Fairbanks Arts Association your 

charity of choice. 

You can support Fairbanks Arts 
while you shop, and it's easy! 
Fairbanks Arts will receive a small 
donation each time you shop with 
Amazon Smile, just make sure to 
choose us as your organization!

For details, click here. 

SAVE THE DATE: May 10, 6pm 
Visitor Industry's Charity Walk. Walk with Fairbanks Arts

Join us as we graze our way through downtown Fairbanks for the 2019 Visitor Industry's Charity
Walk! This 4k starts at the Immaculate Conception Church and ends at the Morris Thompson Cultural
Center - with a whole lot of food vendors along the way that we will visit. 

https://pfd.alaska.gov/
https://fairbanksarts.org/donate/
https://fairbanksarts.org/donate/
https://fairbanksarts.org/volunteer/
https://fairbanksarts.org/volunteer/
https://fairbanksarts.org/membership/
https://fairbanksarts.org/membership/
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect%26ref_%3Dsmi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi


100% of your sign-up donation will go to your nonprofit of choice (hint, we mean us!).
For more information, click here.
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Visual Arts

Bear Gallery Winter Hours: 12-6 pm, Tuesday-Saturday until
Summer Hours (12-8pm, Monday-Sunday) start on May 25! 

April in the Bear GalleryApril in the Bear Gallery
Fairbanks Arts Association

presents:

Adaptation
Fairbanks Arts

Spring Juried Exhibition

Intake:
Sat. & Sun., March 30 & 31,

12pm-6pm

Opening Reception
Friday, April 5, 5-7pm 

On View in the Bear Gallery 
Friday, April 5 - Saturday, April

27, 2019

Adaptation - Juror's Talk with Alvin Amason

Monday, April 1 at 7pm in the Blue Room 

https://www.explorefairbanks.com/about-explore-fairbanks/what-we-do/walk-for-charity/


(3rd Floor, AK Centennial Center for the Arts)

Renowned Sugpiaq artist Alvin Amason will give an insight into
his work as a painter and sculptor as part of jurying Fairbanks
Arts' 2019 Spring Juried Exhibition Adaptation. The recipient of
the State of Alaska Governor's Award for Outstanding
Individual Artist and the Rasmuson Foundation's Outstanding
Artist Award has works in collections all over the world and
has created one of the Anchorage Museum's flagship pieces, a
19 feet tall Kodiak Bear made of oils on wood, canvas, and
aluminum titled, "Everything I love is here". Join the talk in
the Centennial Center's Blue Room to learn more about Alvin
and his artistry!

Learn more about the Adaptation juried exhibition and Alvin Amason on our website

May in the Bear GalleryMay in the Bear Gallery

Fairbanks Arts Association presents:

Fairbanks Watercolor Society

20th Annual Watermedia Show

Opening Reception
Friday, May 3, 2019

On View in the Bear Gallery 
Friday, May 3 - Saturday, June 1, 2019

For more information, visit our website.

June in the Bear GalleryJune in the Bear Gallery

Fairbanks Arts Association presents:

Katie Ione Craney
&

Kristy Summers

Opening Reception
Friday, June 7, 2019

On View in the Bear Gallery 

https://fairbanksarts.org/2019/03/06/adaptation-fairbanks-arts-2019-spring-juried-exhibition/
https://fairbanksarts.org/


 Friday, June 7 - Saturday, June 29, 2019

For more information, visit our website.

Featured artists in the Gift ShopFeatured artists in the Gift Shop
March in the Gift Shop

Watercolor Corner Artist:  
Phyllis Tate

 

Gift Shop Artist of the Month: 
John Unruh

 

Upcoming Artists of the Month

April
Carol Wilbur

https://fairbanksarts.org/


 ZzZ        

May
Elizabeth van Lent

June
Heather Andersen 

Learn more about our featured Gift Shop artists.

For more information on our visual arts programs, visit our
website, email gallery@fairbanksarts.org or call 456-6485 ext. 226.  

Return to top 

Literary Arts

POETRY AT THE DREDGE 2019

Saturday, April 27, 2pm - 4pm

https://fairbanksarts.org/visual-arts/bear-gallery/
https://fairbanksarts.org/
mailto:gallery@fairbanksarts.org


Chatanika Gold Dredge, 29 Mile Steese
Highway

An open-mic event for readers,
writers, poets, lyricists, and
musicians!

Read more about Poetry at the Dredge on
our website!

Upcoming Readings in the Fairbanks Arts Literary SeriesUpcoming Readings in the Fairbanks Arts Literary Series

 Saturday, April 6, 7pm in 
the Bear Gallery

Fairbanks Arts Association is 
delighted to welcome winners of the 
24th Statewide Poetry Contest for a 
reading in the Bear Gallery. Aiming 
to celebrate the writing of high 
quality poetry in Alaska, the contest 
is also bringing a celebration of 
National Poetry Writing Month to 
Fairbanks. Come celebrate the 
literary artistry of Alaska and help us 
congratulate our winning poets!
Also tune in to KUAC's FM89.9 to 
listen to an interview with judge 
Vivian Faith Prescott and a broadcast 
of all winners reading their poetry! 

Saturday, April 13, 7pm, in
the Bear Gallery

Fairbanks Arts is delighted to
welcome third year graduate students
from the UAF MFA program who
will share their works in this April
reading in the Bear Gallery. We are
excited to listen to fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry and we hope to see
you there! 
Read More.

https://fairbanksarts.org/2019/02/21/poetry-at-the-dredge-2019/
https://fairbanksarts.org/2019/03/06/fairbanks-arts-2019-literary-reading-series-ft-third-year-mfa-writers/


Saturday, May 4, 7pm, 
in the Bear Gallery 

Another month, another exciting 

Fairbanks Arts Literary Series event! 

In May, we are delighted to welcome 

Mar Ka and Monica Devine for a 

reading in the Bear Gallery. Both 

writers will share from their newest 

publications - both of which are set 

in our beautiful state, which the two 

distinguished literary artists call their 

home.

Saturday, June 8, 7pm, 
in the Bear Gallery

As part of her exhibition in the Bear 

Gallery that shows her works inspired 

by Alaskan women writers, artist 

Katie Ione Craney invited the 

creators of the literature that 

inspired her. Join Fairbanks Arts for 

this night of visual and literary 

exploration and listen to Kersten 

Christianson, Christine Byl, Laureli 

Ivanhoff share from their works. 

For more information on our literary programs, visit our website, email literary@fairbanksarts.org
or call 456-6485 ext. 224.  

Return to top 

Affiliate Happenings

Events, Classes, and MeetingsEvents, Classes, and Meetings

https://fairbanksarts.org/
mailto:gallery@fairbanksarts.org


Don't forget to check in with our affiliates to see what they have planned! 

Alaska Writers Guild Fairbanks Sweet
Adelines

The Folk School North Star Ballet

Fairbanks Watercolor
Society

Opera Fairbanks Fairbanks Symphony
Orchestra

Fairbanks Concert
Association

 

Ongoing: Cabin Fever Quilters Guild Meetings (Third Tuesday of the
month)

Ongoing: Golden Heart Performing Arts: Aerial Silks, Aerial Yoga, and
Contortion + Flexibility Classes

Ongoing: Dance Theatre Fairbanks classes

Ongoing: Friends in Dance Practice 

Ongoing: Pioneer Park Pickers Weekly Jam Session (Meets every
Tuesday @6:30pm)

Ongoing: North Star Needlework Guild Monthly Meetings

Ongoing: Fairbanks Watercolor Society Meetings every third Wednesday
of the month 

Ongoing: North Star Needlework Guild Monthly Meetings

Return to top

Artist Opportunities

 Literary Arts  

https://www.alaskawritersguild.com/events
https://fairbankssweetadelines.com/upcoming-events/
https://folk.school/
https://nsbfairbanks.org/
https://www.fairbankswatercolor.com/
https://operafairbanks.org/
https://fairbankssymphony.org/calendar/
https://fairbanksconcert.org/project_category/2018-2019/
https://www.facebook.com/lifetimemusicmaker/
https://www.goldenheartak.com/
http://www.dancetheatrefairbanks.com/classes
http://friendsindance.webs.com/
http://www.folkjam.org/recurring-jam/us/ak/fairbanks/pioneer-park-pickers
https://www.facebook.com/NorthStarNeedleworkGuild/
https://www.fairbankswatercolor.com/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthStarNeedleworkGuild/


Ongoing: Alaskana Raven Bookstore is looking for local authors for First Friday
events. Contact James at tundradrumstoo.ebayer.alaska@gmail.com or
347-8302.

 

Visual Arts

March 31, 2019: Juneau Arts and Humanities Council Juried Show 

May 1, 2019: 2019/2020 Juneau Arts and Humanities Council Gallery Artist Application

May 5, 2019: Rarefied Light 2019 from Alaska Photographic Center

April 4, 2019: Call for Artists: Juneau International Airport Terminal Reconstruction

Project. 

Art Educators/Youth Arts
April 28, 2019: West Governor Association's 4th annual "Celebrate the West" regional art

competition.

May 28-31, 2019: The Alaska Arts Education Consortium 2019 Arts/Culture Institutes.

Performing Arts
Booking now! Become a performer in Fairbanks Arts' Gazebo Nights free summer 

performance series. Still available are: Sundays in June, Mondays in July, 

Mo / Tue / Sa in August. If interested, send performance sample to 

events@fairbanksarts.org. For more information call (907) 456-6485 x226. 

 

Return to top 

Also in this Issue

  Nicole Stellon O'Donnell's new book You Are No Longer In Trouble
is out! 

This collection of prose poems and flash essays - part memoir and
part investigation into the educational system - is a compelling
linked series that explores the connections between one teacher's
family history, her experience of being a student, and the persona
she has to wear in the classroom. 

Read more on Nicole's website!

mailto:tundradrumstoo.ebayer.alaska@gmail.com
https://airtable.com/shrOaH5IDgiX8oc24
https://airtable.com/shrvJIGOcqdpZszIZ
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=6289
http://www.juneau.org/engineering/
http://westgov.org/celebrate-the-west
https://akartsed.org/institutes/
mailto:events@fairbanksarts.org
http://www.nicolestellon.com/book/


For the third year in a row, the Trump administration has
proposed to eliminate the National Endowment for the Arts
(NEA), the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Institute of Museum and Library Services, and Corporation for
Public Broadcasting. Americans for the Arts President and
CEO Robert L. Lynch released a statement on the Trump
Administration's Proposed FY 2020 Budget, read the full
statement here.

Learn more about the Arts Action Fund and how you can
be an advocate here.

Newsletter Submissions Are you a Fairbanks Arts Associa on member or affiliate
and have an event or story you would like to share through our monthly State of the Arts e-
Newsletter? SUBMISSION DEADLINES are the 1st of each month. Email your events and stories to
communications@fairbanksarts.org. Fairbanks Arts reserves the right to withhold publishing  informa on
if it contains inappropriate content or is not well-suited for this newsletter.

Questions for Us? If you have ques ons about events, volunteering, or how you can
help the Fairbanks Arts Association, please contact info@fairbanksarts.org or call 907-456-6485.

Fairbanks Arts Association's Mission
 

Is to promote Traditional and Contemporary Arts in Alaska's Interior. Fairbanks Arts Association has served
Interior Alaska since 1966 and we believe that a strong arts community helps build a healthy community.

connect with @fairbanksarts  

    
     

and help spread the word

visit our website visit our website 

http://artsactionfund.org/news/entry/robert_lynch_releases_statement_on_Trump_2020_budget
http://www.artsactionfund.org/pages/action-center
mailto:communications@fairbanksarts.org
https://www.facebook.com/fairbanksarts
https://www.twitter.com/fairbanksarts
https://www.instagram.com/fairbanksarts
http://fairbanksarts.org
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