
Dear Friends, Supporters, and Colleagues,

The last time you heard from me it was with a request to testify for House Finance in
support of HB2001. Thank you to the many people who showed up to the Fairbanks
LIO, called in, and wrote to express support of funding programs and services
important to Alaskans. It was the most people who signed up to testify on a single
issue in the history of the Fairbanks LIO! Below this message, I have included the
testimony I shared before committee.

Today, I ask that you continue to contact the Alaska Senate in support of
HB2001. An amended version of HB2001 passed the House on July 24 and is
headed to Senate next. The bill, among many other things, would restore
funding to the Alaska State Council on the Arts. You can read the full bill here.

Please raise your voices today and EVERY day to communicate your
support of HB2001 until it is read in Senate! Share your stories about
why funding these programs and services matter to you, as an
Alaskan!

Here is a spreadsheet with legislators' email addresses and phone numbers.
Alternatively, here are the contacts for Senate on the AK Legislature site

Here is a fantastic new resource courtesy of the Rasmuson Foundation: the Alaska
State Budget Information & Resource Center. Check it out to better understand the
state's budget and what is at stake.

Here is a page with various facts about ASCA you can include in your messages!

Thank you for the ways in which you engage in your community today and
every day.

Sincerely,

Jess Peña
Executive Director,
Fairbanks Arts

http://www.akleg.gov/PDF/31/Bills/HB2001C.PDF
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KCyOHijDKcIThJvBkEttVJhZGxrZ8gcQ/view?usp=sharing
http://akleg.gov/senate.php
https://www.rasmuson.org/about/akbudget/
https://fairbanksarts.org/2019/07/27/keep-it-up-lets-get-funding-restored-for-the-alaska-state-council-on-the-arts/


Testimony given to House Finance Committee on July 17, 2019

My name is Jessica Peña, I am executive director of Fairbanks Arts
Association. I am here in support of HB 2001 to restore funding to agencies,
programs, and services that are of great value to the health and well-being of
Alaskans and foster resilience, connection, growth, and excellence in our
communities.

This is an image I like to use at Fairbanks Arts in our publicity; a joyful moment
from an artists in schools residency funded in part by the Alaska State Council
on the Arts. I’m not here to share facts and figures again regarding the multiple
benefits of this small but impactful agency, or how financially the reduction of
the state’s $700,000 allocation represents around $3 million lost for Alaska, but
that information will be available for you to read once more in your inboxes.

When I uploaded the residency’s photos to my computer, this original image
included self-harm scars on the wrists of a student. Through blurred eyes, I
used a tool called the ‘healing brush’ in Photoshop to smooth them away and
increase the student’s anonymity. A director of the youth facility where this and
many other residencies took place once told me that, although the residents
would sometimes act violently, they never did so while engaged in creative
activities. And, while parts of the facility have sustained damage, not a single
one of the artworks have because of the pride and comfort found in them.

I have never shared the story of this photo publicly. I’ve kept it to myself
because I dislike the idea of modifying a person’s appearance or dishonoring
their experiences. However, I do bring it forward now to honor the fact that this
student is still around – and it’s not a sob story, but one of resilience. One of so
many in our state that feature the arts, culture, and creativity as key to
resilience and growth: academically, mentally, culturally, and because of the



nature of these conversations, I’ll bring it up again... financially. 

I keep this story close. Embracing the arts as a core civic value, with the
‘healing brush’ effect it has on our diverse communities, whatever we
individually and collectively need those brush strokes to look like, drives my
work within the arts & culture sector. I hope you’ll keep it close too. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to my testimony today and for truly
standing tall for Alaskans.

Please share your story with policymakers today!

SHARE WITH YOUR FRIENDS:

     

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://conta.cc/3csAhKI
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Let%27s+get+funding+restored+for+the+Alaska+State+Council+on+the+Arts%21%3A+https%3A%2F%2Fconta.cc%2F3csAhKI
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://conta.cc/3csAhKI&title=Let%27s+get+funding+restored+for+the+Alaska+State+Council+on+the+Arts%21

